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May 27, 2022
Dear PPSD Community,

| am writing to inform you that effective Tuesday, May 31, masks will be optional for students, staff,
and visitors in Providence Public Schools. All schools have been supplied with KN95s masks for students
and staff who wish to wear one.

Providence County has been downgraded to “medium risk” for community spread of COVID-19,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Average daily cases across the
District have also decreased from approximately 60 positive cases per day last week to approximately 45
positive cases per day this week, and we are grateful to you for your cooperation with masking during
that time period.

As | said when masks became optional back in early April, we will continue to follow the science with
mask policies. The District closely monitors case data and community risk levels from the CDC and the
Rhode Island Department of Health, and mask policy will be updated accordingly.

Masks are one layer of our safety strategy, and Providence Public Schools has continued several COVID-
19 mitigation measures throughout this school year without interruption. These include:

e Continued weekly asymptomatic testing
o An additional 25,000 rapid tests deployed to schools
e Supporting vaccination among staff, families, and eligible students
o Multiple vaccination clinics for elementary, middle, and high school students
e Continued deployment of HEPA filters in classrooms
e Cleaning, disinfecting, and hand hygiene in all classrooms
e Quarantine protocols and requirements for individuals potentially exposed to COVID-19
e Continued supply of surgical masks to schools as requested
o Deployed over 100,000 KN95s masks for staff members and students since January

Thank you for your understanding and your commitment to keeping our students, staff, and community
safe.

Respectfully,
Dr. Javier Montafez, Superintendent

An Equal Opportunity Employer. The Providence School Department does not discriminate on the basis of race, age, sex, religion, sexual orientation, gender
identity or expression, national origin, color, disability or veteran status.
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27 de mayo
Estimada comunidad de PPSD,

Les escribo para informarle que, a partir del martes 31 de mayo, se recomendara, pero no se requerira,
mascarillas en las Escuelas Publicas de Providence. Todas las escuelas han recibido mascaras KN95 para
los estudiantes y el personal si desean usarla.

El condado de Providence ha sido asignado como "riesgo medio" de propagacién comunitaria de COVID-
19, segun los Centros para el Control y la Prevencion de Enfermedades (CDC). El promedio de casos
diarios en todo el Distrito también disminuyd de aproximadamente 60 casos positivos por dia la semana
pasada a aproximadamente 45 casos positivos por dia esta semana, y le agradecemos su cooperaciéon
con el uso de mascarillas durante ese periodo de tiempo.

Como dije cuando las mascarillas se volvieron opcionales a principios de abril, continuariamos siguiendo
la ciencia con relacidn a las politicas de mascaras. El Distrito monitorea de cerca los datos de casos y los
niveles de riesgo de la comunidad de los CDC y el Departamento de Salud de Rhode Island, y la politica
de mascarillas se actualizara en consecuencia.

Las mascarillas son una parte de nuestra estrategia de seguridad, y las Escuelas Publicas de Providence
han continuado con varias medidas de mitigacion de COVID-19 durante este afio escolar sin
interrupcién. Estos incluyen:

e Pruebas asintomaticas semanales continuas
o 25,000 pruebas rapidas adicionales desplegadas en las escuelas
e Apoyar la vacunacidn entre el personal, las familias y los estudiantes elegibles
o Mdiltiples clinicas de vacunacidon para estudiantes de primaria, secundaria y preparatoria
e Despliegue continuo de filtros HEPA en las aulas
e Limpieza, desinfeccién e higiene de manos en todas las aulas
e Protocolos y requisitos de cuarentena para personas potencialmente expuestas a COVID-19
o Suministro continuo de mascarillas quirurgicas a las escuelas segun lo solicitado
e Desplegd mas de 100 000 mascarillas KN95 para miembros del personal y estudiantes desde
enero

Gracias por su comprension y su compromiso de mantener seguros a nuestros estudiantes, personal y
comunidad.

Respetuosamente,

Dr. Javier Montafez, Superintendente
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